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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed 8/9/07. 
Claims 7, 10-13, 17, and 21 are cancelled. 

Claims 2-6, 8-9, 14-16, 18-20, 22-43 are pending in the current Office Action. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 8/9/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant believes that the references do not teach SMS messages that are 
sent between wireless networks by bypassing network bridges. The examiner would like 
to note that only claim 43 of the independent claims recites this limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 19, 23-31, 33-37, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bennett etal (U.S. Pub. 2002/0112014 A1) in view of Gunluk 

(U.S. Patent 5768509), Boltz(U.S. Patent 6311055 B1) and Carrigan (U.S. Pub. 

2005/0117602 A1). 
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Regarding Claims 19-20, 23, 26, 29, 35 and 38, Bennett teaches at least a 
first hardware device ( Fig.lA, SMSC 43a ) located in a first wireless communication 
network ( Fig.lA, Cellular Operator A ): 

said first hardware device being connected to the Internet ( Fig.lA, SMSC 43a 
connected to Internet 40a ); 

first hardware device having a machine readable storage ( Par.47, 13-16, 
SMSC's can store SMS messages so there is a storage ), having stored thereon a 
computer program comprising a plurality of code sections executable by a machine 
for receiving and forwarding SMS messages from the internet to said first wireless 
communication network and from said first wireless communication network to the 
internet ( Par.50;1-7 and Par.38:1-7, SMSC stores and forwards SMS messages and 
receives SMS messages also ): 

at least a second hardware device located in a second wireless 
communication network ( Fig.lA, SMSC 43b ): said second hardware device being 
connected to the Internet ( Fig.lA, SMSC 43b connected to Internet 40b ): 

said second hardware having a machine readable storage ( Par.47, 13-16, 
SMSC's can store SMS messages so there is a storage ), having stored thereon a 
computer program comprising a plurality of code sections executable by a machine 
for receiving and forwarding SMS messages from the Internet to said second 
wireless communication network and from said second wireless communication 
network to the Internet ( Par.50:1-7 and Par.38:1-7, SMSC stores and forwards SMS 
messages and receives SMS messages also ). 
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at least one server that is connected to the Internet ( Fig.lA. 24 ): 
said first hardware device receiving an SMS message from a user's SMS 
device in said first wireless communication network and forwarding said SMS 
message to said server on the Internet ( Par.35;6-13 and Par.36-37 ), 

said second hardware device receiving said SMS message from said server 
and forwarding said SMS message to said intended recipient in said second wireless 
communication network ( Par.37:6-11 ), said second hardware device sending a 
confirmation message to said server after said intended recipient has received said 
SMS message ( Par.46;6-9) ; said server having a machine readable storage, having 
stored thereon a computer program comprising a plurality of code sections 
executable by a machine for maintaining a plurality of interrelated tables comprising 
a database (Par.38-46. database contains information on users and mobile 
network ), and Bennett teaches that the database and table contains predetermined 
routing ( Par.39 ) and identification information for routing SMS messages to selected 
identified SMS message recipients ( Par.38-46, database contains information on 
user information and each mobile networks information so that messages are 
properly transmitted ), said server obtaining routing information from said database 
for directing said SMS message to said intended recipient ( Par.38-45, database 
contains information for routing of a message ), said routing information including 
identifying said second wireless communication network (Par.38;1-7. identifies 
second wireless network and customizes message format information accordingly ) 
and determining the IP address of said second hardware device to which said SMS 
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message will be forwarded (Par.152) , forwarding said SMS message to said second 
hardware device ( Par.37 ),however Knotts is silent on said database containing user 
provided personalized information cross-referencing SMS user devices for routing 
SMS messages to selected, identified SMS message recipients, said server 
receiving said SMS message from said first hardware device, analyzing said SMS 
message and accessing said database to verify that said SMS message originated 
from an authorized user and to determine the intended recipient of said SMS 
message, and maintaining account information for debiting said user. 

Gunluk teaches that it is well known in the art that a server has the capability 
to check if the destination is an authorized SMS recipient ( Col.1 ;52-56, this means 
that there is an allowed/restricted list which a user can send SMS messages to ) and 
Boltz further teaches that it is well known in the art that a user can specify on a 
server which phone numbers are to be blocked so that outgoing calls to the 
identified number is restricted ( Col.2;20-27 ), to one of ordinary skill in the art, it 
would be obvious to also apply this call barring option to the transmission of SMS 
messages. 

Carrigan further teaches that there is a server, i.e. IPG node, which handles 
the transmission of SMS messages between different networks, including a 
billing/charging entity ( Abstract and Par.96-100 ). 

To one ordinary skill in the art, it would have been obvious to modify Bennett 
with Gunluk, Boltz, and Carrigan, such that said database containing user provided 
personalized information cross-referencing SMS user devices for routing SMS 
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messages to selected, identified SMS message recipients, said server receiving said 
SMS message from said first hardware device, analyzing said SMS message and 
accessing said database to verify that said SMS message originated from an 
authorized user and to determine the intended recipient of said SMS message, and 
maintaining account information for debiting said user, to provide a method where 
SMS messages will not be accidentally delivered to a destination which the user 
does not wish to contact, e.g. an unauthorized user, sends a random SMS to a 
person you do not want contact, and when SMS messages are delivered, the user is 
then charged for the services provided by the service provider accordingly. 

With further regards to Claim 19, the examiner takes Official Notice that it 
would be well known in the art to implement a plurality of servers and hardware 
devices within the network to account of the large number of users within a network. 
In addition, high traffic can be easily handled by the plurality of hardware devices 
and servers, so that the users are not bothered with delays of messages or service. 

With further regards to Claim 23, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
very well known in the art to have information identifying the SMS message user 
device from which said SMS message was sent. 

With further regards to Claim 26 and 29, Bennett further teaches that the 
SMS message is forwarded from the server to recipients email address ( Par.52 ). 

Regarding Claim 22, Bennett teaches servers exchange information 
concerning SMS messages ( Par.38-45) and user account information exchanged via 
the internet ( Par.38-45 ). 
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Regarding Claims 24, 27, 30, 33, and 36, Carrigan teaches of performing a 
pre-paid credit query to see if a user has enough credit to send an SMS message 
( Par.97-101 , it is obvious that the users account will be debited after the message is 
successfully completed ). 

Regarding Claim 25, 28, 31, 34, and 37, Bennett further teaches an 
acknowledgement of a successfully forwarded message to the person originating the 
SMS message ( Par.46 ). 

Regarding Claim 39, Bennett teaches that 2-way messaging devices send 
and receive SMS messages ( Par.35 ) 

Regarding Claim 40, Bennett teaches that a cellular telephone is connected 
to said input port of said first computer (i.e. gateway) ( Fig.lA, mobile is connected to 
SMSC 43A ). 

Regarding Claim 41, Bennett teaches that 2-way messaging devices (i.e. 
first computer) send and receive SMS messages ( Par.35 ). It is obvious that 2-way 
messaging devices, i.e. mobile phones or PDAs or laptops, have a display. 

Regarding Claim 42, Bennett teaches that a cellular telephone is connected 
to said output port of said second computer (i.e. gateway) ( Fig.lA, mobile station is 
connected to SMSC 43b ). 
2. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bennett et 
al (U.S. Pub. 2002/01 12014 A1) in view ofGunluk (U.S. Patent 5768509), Boltz 
(U.S. Patent 631 1055 B1) and Skog (U.S. Patent 6947738 B2). 
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Regarding Claim 32, the combination of Bennett, Gunluk, and Boltz in the 
rejection of claim 19 teach all the limitations as recited in claim 32, however the 
combination is silent on (e) determining that said recipient is authorized to retrieve 
said SMS message from said server via an HTML based interface; and 

(f) storing said SMS message until said recipient retrieves it. 

Skog teaches that an SMS message is stored until a user retrieves it via an 
HTML based interface ( Col.3:57-65 and Col.9:29-34 ). 

To one of ordinary skill in the art, it would have been obvious to modify 
Bennett, Gunluk, and Boltz with Skog, such that (e) determining said recipient is 
authorized to retrieve said SMS message from said server via an HTML based 
interface; and (f) storing said SMS message until said recipient retrieves it, to 
provide a method where if the user can retrieve the message when it is convenient 
for the user, e.g, when enough memory has been freed up to accept an SMS 
message. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 2-6, 8-9,14-18, and 43 allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Claim 43 recites A system for sending and receiving SMS messages between 
SMS message devices located in different wireless networks without traversing a 
network bridge in either wireless network, said system comprising: a plurality of SMS 
devices, each said SMS device being connectable to the internet and connectable to a 
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wireless network and having a machine readable storage, having stored thereon a 
computer program comprising a plurality of code sections executable by a machine 
whereby SMS messages arriving at said SMS device from a wireless network may be 
sent to the internet, and SMS messages arriving at said SMS device from the internet 
may be sent to said wireless network without said SMS messages being passed 
through a network bridge attached to said wireless network; a first wireless network 
having at least a first SMS device and a first network bridge, said first network bridge 
comprising a short message service center (SMSC) and means for connecting said 
SMSC to external networks, said first SMS device being connected to the internet and 
connected to said first wireless network such that SMS messages arriving at said first 
SMS device from said first wireless network may be sent to the internet, and SMS 
messages arriving at said first SMS device from the internet may be sent to said first 
wireless network 

without said SMS messages being passed through said first network bridge; a second 
wireless network having at least a second SMS device and a second network bridge, 
said second network bridge comprising a short message service center (SMSC) and 
means for connecting said SMSC to external networks, said second SMS device being 
connected to the internet and to said second wireless network, such that SMS 
messages arriving at said second SMS device from said second wireless network may 
be sent to the internet, and SMS messages arriving at said second SMS device from 
the internet may be sent to said second wireless network without said SMS messages 
being passed through said second network bridge; at least one server that is connected 
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to the Internet, said server having a machine readable storage, having stored thereon a 
computer program comprising a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for 
maintaining a plurality of interrelated tables comprising a database, said database 
containing user-provided information cross-referencing SMS user devices, and 
predetermined routing and identification information for verifying SMS message 
authorization, and for routing SMS messages to selected, identified SMS message 
recipients; whereby an SMS message sent from a sending user device in said first 
wireless network and directed to a recipient user device in said second wireless network 
may be routed through said first SMS device to said server via the internet, may be 
analyzed for further routing information by said server, and may be further routed to said 
recipient's SMS device via the internet and said second SMS device, and said server 
may debit an identified user's account. 

Claims 2-6, 8-9, and 14-18 are allowed as being dependent on allowed claim 43. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wesley L. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7867. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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